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environmental aspect
Element of an organisation's activities, products or services which has or can have a significant environmental impact.	
NOTE- A significant environmental aspect is an environmental aspect which has or can have a significant environmental impact.	
environmental impact
Any change to the environment, whether adverse or beneficial, wholly or partially resulting from an organisation's activities, products or services.	
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Environmental policy 

Management review 
ACT 

Checking & corrective 
action 

•Monitoring & 
measurement 

•Non-conformance, 
corrective & preventative 
action 

•Records 
•EMS audit CHECK 

Implementation & operation 
•Structure & responsibility 
•Training, awareness & 

competence 
•Communication 
•EMS documentation 
•Document control 
•Operational control 
•Emergency preparedness & 

response 

DO 

Planning 
•Environmental aspects 
•Legal & other requirements 
•Objectives & targets 
•Env. Management programme 

PLAN 
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	If non compliance with regulations / legislation, but there is evidence of a dialogue and agreement with the regulator plus an internal improvement plan, this  will be seen as compliance.
	No dialogue or agreement or improvement plan will be interpreted as non compliance.
d)	Assessors should check if operator has signed up to e.g. ICC / Responsible Care etc. and should assess for compliance with the policy requirements of these principles / codes of practice. 
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ISO 14001 defines prevention of pollution as “use of processes, practices, materials or products that avoid, reduce or control pollution, which may include recycling,   treatment,   process   changes,   control mechanisms, efficient use of resources and material substitution.
NOTE -- the potential benefits of prevention of pollution include the reduction of adverse environmental impacts, improved efficiency and reduced costs.”
The elements of this definition pinpoint some useful items to consider when setting Objectives and Targets
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b)	How are they kept up to date?
c)	Other requirements would include Corporate Environmental Policy, Insurance Company requirements, Industry Guides or Codes of Practice.
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• Examples of other requirements are 
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